00:00 Hello this is D4tD here, also known as dance. 

00:09 This is the commentary for "They Don't Make Them Like This Anymore" which I wrote and also did the podfic of.

00:15 This is made for Voiceteam 2020. One of the challenges was to do commentary of your own podfic. Otherwise I wouldn't be doing this, it's a little... I shouldn't lie. It's pretty out of my comfort range. But I'm going to do it anyway. Team points!

00:35 I have headphones on and I'm going to listen to the podfic version. I also have some questions in front of me provided by Yue that I'm going to try to answer as this thing goes.

00:52 I'm starting the track.

01:07 This opens with a lot of fireworks and I pulled these all off from Freesound[.com].

01:33 Something I had some problems with for this work was my voicing Bucky and Rumlow I felt was really close. Normally I don't have that problem. I only really had that problem in... I did a chapter of "Come Round Full Circle." I felt like it was the same with that one.

01:58 Sometimes I thought it was a little confusing who was talking.

02:05 One of the reasons I held off on recording this one was it was really intensive as far as music and special effects went. I kind of wanted to think that I could do it before even tackling it. I was pretty happy with the final effect of it. Not so much happy with my actual reading of it, but I feel like it has its own merit in existing.

02:40 I've had this idea for a long time of the two of them and their interaction. I really like some of the Rumlow-Buck interactions when it's not just Rumlow in there being a complete sadist. I kind of like him being a stealth awful person. The whole banality of evil thing I really like.

03:09 The sound that I actually pulled for this was Grand Theft Auto: San Andres. I wanted to pick things that really grounded this in 2005.

03:25 I did a lot of Googling while I wrote this to make  sure that I did the least number of anachronisms as possible.

03:48 I realized that I kind of nerfed Bucky, or the Winter Soldier, in writing this. What are you gonna do.

04:10 I didn't realize until I had to pull a clip of this for my [Voiceteam 2020: Podfic Gothic] teammates to listen to, that this scene he might be having a... I don't know... a panic attack or an anxiety attack or be triggered or something. I didn't have anything in mind specifically on what was going on with him other than he was not okay with all the sensory stimulus. That's why I didn't tag for it. I didn't have any specific medical condition in mind. I don't know if that's irresponsible, but that's what I was going with.

04:50 I felt like that's a pretty common Hydra Trash Party-Bucky Barnes thing, that he just has a cocktail of "things with him" at any given moment.

05:06 Bucky begging for Brock to sedate him was... ugh I love that.

05:37 This is PBR[Pabst Blue Ribbon]. I don't drink, but somehow I've acquired a lot stereotypes about what people drink? So I made a good number of these throughout this work.

06:06 I wrote in this song "Creep" because I felt like it got to what Rumlow is. He finds appeal in all these songs and he doesn't realize that he's the bad person. That he's evil, and the bad guy, and he doesn't get this in everything that he does.

06:36 He thinks that he's classy and sympathetic. He actually thinks that he is not an awful person at times. That's the angle that I really liked writing this with.

07:00 That's something that I looked up. Because him remembering World War 2 and metal rationing, aluminum was rationed. 

07:41 I really like this interplay of Rumlow kind of having a thing for Bucky, kind of having a thing for Jack, not being omfortable with either of them being men... and just lashing out and being awful. He's not a good guy.

08:12 This entire story that doesn't happen on-screen of Jack saying "Hey man, can you cover for me on New Years Eve? I have a date." And then that pissing Brock off and having to save face and say "Yeah, Jack. Sure."

08:42 So he doesn't plan to rape Bucky, I feel. I feel like... he's like "Maybe I might get off..." He doesn't go into this like some Rumlow-thing, like "Yeah, I'm here to get my dick wet." He's conflicted all the time with his awfulness.

09:27 This was my awful work around to... There's lots of discussion on sexual positions. On power ideals based on "who's on top" and "who's on bottom." I kind of don't like what people say that means about you and your personality. I'm kind of really big on the proponent that people shoud do sexually what feels good to them.

10:02 But Brock Rumlow's whole luggage of being very homophobic, even though he's probably bisexual, lent itself to him raping Bucky in this specific way in this fic. Of giving Bucky a handjob and also making Bucky eat him out. Because it felt like those were things that kept him in control.

10:41 This is actually why I wrote this. Hearing "Somebody to Love" and that whole moment of Bucky hearing "Someday I'm gonna be free!" and then just singing it softly was a shiver moment for me. I wasn't a moment that I was able to work into the actually fic, but I really like the thought of him hanging on to these Freddie Mercury lyrics.

11:03 And I just love how there's different ways for both Bucky and Rumlow to relate to this song.

11:47 This whole thing with Bucky knowing Brock makes him[Brock] feel vulnerable. The thing is that they have a history and Brock knows they have this history. And Bucky knows that he goes through this and he gets raped. It's a different kind of degregation.

12:22 I'm so awful, but I really like this happening at this moment. How this lined up with the music.

12:40 The music lines up to say "Some day I'm gonna be free!" and he's thinking about pushing Brock off of him. Ugh, the chorus chanting "find someone to love me" while all this is happening"... I'm a bad person.

13:46 Somebody once commented "That Red Room shit really sticks with you?" and they were asking me if that was about the sex, or about trading sex. Or it was something like that. To answer that question, it was both.

14:10 Just wanting to keep in mind all this history that they've been through. I set this in the past, and still dealing with this rich character backstory and history.

14:39 I wrote Brock in this... I tried to make him as human as possible. I normally see him as this STRIKE military character, but on a holiday, I wanted him to be this beer drinking, pot smoking, just... guy. A little sloppy and rough around the edges.

15:05 I like as this goes through, Buck warms up. He gets more bold. He gets snarky with Brock and they have this interplay and he's[Bucky] comfortable with this. It's like he's gaining ground.

16:00 This is old Hydra [Trash Party] lore: that they have a STRIKE team member who's vegan. There's these little things that Hydra Trash Party fandom has created about these original characters that give them more depth and back story. Shared lore.

17:12 I wrote this with Rumlow fucking with him. Knowing this and feeding it to him bit by bit to terrorize him. To play with his food.

17:52 This is a whole subversion of hurt/comfort, where Brock Rumlow is the one doing the hurt and he's also trying to swing in and be the source of comfort. That's just what he thinks love is. Or not even love. he finds it entertaining, he finds it... nice? 

18:45 He's trying to get Bucky sympathetic of him. Like if he can convince Bucky that he's not a bad person, maybe he can convince himself that he's not a bad person.

19:03 This was a really awful play on words. He says he's[Steve] in Arlington, and Steve at that time was in Arlington, Virginia. Not Arlington military cemetery. Brock was laughing inside.

19:29 I do have regrets that I wrote Bucky a little passively in this. There are strong moments for him, but it's a lot of Brock monologuing. I don't know if I wanted a little more action from Bucky, or just something other than him getting played right into Brock's hand.

19:56 I do like writing Bucky with his memories while with Hydra. It was a really interesting angle that I feel we don't see a lot in the [HTP] dumpster.

20:26 I put 21 Guns under this because it's telling you to surrender. It's telling you to stop fighting. But that's not really the purpose of that song; that's taking it really out of context.

21:43 It's kind of like a crowning moment of awfulness that Brock says "I'd be okay with raping Jack Rollins, too, if he gets out line." Even though that's just him talking, him going there is a level of awful that felt very in character.

22:20 The other thing that I didn't quite write into this scene is he's[Bucky] still pretty drugged up, that's why he's so nerfed.

22:42 I really love how this part lined up with the music. The timing of some of the reading parts got jacked up, but some of it worked out really well. I didn't go back and change the original fic. I just let things fall where they fell.

23:05 I went through and I read the dialogue track in order. Then I tried to match it to the music by moving the silence around in between the words. I read everything in order. I don't go character by character. I just read it all in once.

23:31 Some of the things were hard for me. Some of the shouty emotional lines I did a couple takes on. But I don't move on until I get what I think is a print, is a good take.

23:51 When I went to edit this, I had no idea what I meant by the last three verses, so I just let this play.

24:05 I was looking up beer bottle caps and was like "Oh, look, Heineken. That's the shield design. Woo-hoo!"

24:16 That's pretty much the end of this fic. Let's see if there are any other questions that I did not answer.

24:25 Oh, something kind of interesting about this is I didn't reread it before I started recording it. I had surprises as I went along because it was long enough ago that I wrote it that I didn't remember word for word what I wrote.

24:26 You can still hear a little bit of fireworks at the end. There's actually fireworks playing underneath the entire thing of this.

25:00 One thing that I was proud of is the character arcs. Ugh, there's a fucking raccoon in my air vent. Yeah, that's it. I'm going to call this commentary done.

25:15 Let's see how much time we have on the clock. Oh wow, 26 minutes. Cool.

25:19 I listened back to the commentary and I have some closing thoughts on the big arc topics that I wrote down. 

25:20 Rumlow's arc is getting away with "it". He gets high and he fucks the Winter Soldier, he gives Winter Soldier beer, He's bi and he gets away with it, in his mind at least. 

25:37 That's what this is, one giant lie that Rumlow gets off on. That's his kink. The things that scare him are being intimate with Rollins, setting Bucky free, walking away from Hydra... those things scare him because they would have consequences he can't get out of.

25:48 Meanwhile Bucky goes from begging to be knocked out in the beginning, to taking another beer without permission. He goes from taking the easy way out to the Steve Roger's one, just from being reminded that it's better to go down swinging. 

26:00 He knows he's gonna get his mind wiped and he's committing to give Hydra hell. Because he sees Rumlow's mentality of shirking consequences and has the realization that that's not who he is. 

26:11 I feel like that backstory helps explain Civil War, why Bucky holds himself accountable for his actions as the Winter Soldier. He feels that an honorable person would want to be held accountable.

26:30 Thanks for tuning and listening, fam.

